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Welcome to Old Halesonians
Today it is the turn of Old Halesonians to return to 

Glasshouse Lane and we welcome all those associated 
with them for their fi rst visit since the 2011/2012 
season. That was the year we started life in Mids 1 
west following our relegation from National League 
3 (Midlands) and, following the departure of a large 
number of players, it started a new era in our history. 
We therefore opened the 11/12 season against Old 
Halesonians with a much changed (and young) squad 
under a new fi rst XV coach, Richard Gibson. The game 
was lost 15-31 but we did show some promise which, 
unfortunately was not built upon for the remaining 
season, ending in a further relegation. One interesting 
‘funny’ that day was the fact that my programme 
notes that day suggested Kenilworth were playing 
in blue and yellow and Old Halesonians in black. It 
was the opposite! Old Hales scored a couple of early 
tries which had some of our older members (on the 
far side) quite excited. They asked why I looked so 
glum and when I explained it was Old Hales who had 
scored, not Kenilworth, they soon realised they had 
been cheering the wrong side for the opening period,  
obviously confused with the large number of new 
players on show. Playing for Kenilworth that day were 
(current players) Bobby Thompson (starting his second 
full season in the 1st XV), Gaz Renowden, Nyle Beckett 
and Jake Dodd.  We concluded that season at Old 
Halesonians, this ending in a 0-14 win to Old Hales.

Old Halesonians subsequently won Mids 1 west in 

the 2012/13 season and retained their position in level 
5, Nat League 3 (Midlands) until 2018 when they were 
relegated back to level 6 and reports are they have 
gone through the same process we did. Last season 
they fi nished 8th.

This season they are currently lying in 10th spot 
with four wins, six losses and one draw from their 
eleven games to date. Their last outing was a 0-34 
home defeat to Hereford. In all they have scored 201 
points and conceded 290, achieving three try bonus 
and two losing bonus points.

This season started with a new coaching team 
led by Head Coach James Angove. James joined 
from Southampton University where he led the Men’s 
performance programme. He has also worked with 
Loughborough University with their performance 
department in both Women’s and Sevens as well as 
coaching experience in the English Championship with 
Rotherham Titans. Assisting James is Tracy Balmer 
who has earned 43 international caps for Scotland, two 
Barbarian caps and has enjoyed a playing career for 
sides including Worcester Warriors Women.  Tracy has 
coached at the University of Birmingham, Worcester 
Warriors Women and Scottish Exiles. The captain is 
Carl Robinson.

TODAY’S LUNCH
Today we welcome a large number of our M&J 

coaches and many Volunteers for a ‘free’ pre-match 
lunch and trust you all enjoy the day and lunch on us.

Tondi - impressive v Ludlow



ii Kenilworth Rugby Football Club 2019/20  Kenilworth Rugby Football Club 2019/20 iii

Welcome back Alex Selby

THIS WEEKS OTHER FIXTURES
Dudley Kingswinford v Stourbridge Lions
Kidderminster v Newbold on Avon
Lichfi eld v Ludlow
Droitwich v Sutton Coldfi eld
Hereford v Stoke on Trent
Worcester v Whitchurch

You can fi nd out the results of all these games, as 
well as fi xtures and the updated Mids 1 west league 
table ,by going to the home page of the web site (www.
kenilworthrugby.co.uk) and clicking on League Tables. 
This takes you to a page with a link to the RFU site 
for the Men (Mids 1 west). There are also links to the 
Men’s 2nd XV, Women’s and Colt’s leagues.

MIDLANDS 1 West
Team P W D L PF PA Pts
Dudley Kingswinford 11 10 0 1 372 145 47
Lichfi eld 11 8 0 3 415 217 43
Kenilworth 11 8 0 3 259 169 40
Stoke on Trent 11 8 0 3 273 250 39
Hereford 10 7 0 3 222 130 34
Whitchurch 11 6 0 5 274 245 31
Ludlow 11 5 1 5 293 263 28
Worcester 11 5 0 6 244 287 24
Newbold on Avon 10 4 2 4 210 197 24
Old Halesonians 11 4 1 6 201 290 23
Droitwich 11 3 0 8 221 259 19
Stourbridge Lions 11 4 0 7 196 270 17
Sutton Coldfi eld 11 2 0 9 206 322 14
Kidderminster 11 0 0 11 154 496 2

Please note that you can now access the results and league tables for our 
First XV, Colts, 2nd XV and Ladies from the home page of the web site.

MIDLANDS 1 West 
Dudley K’s current run of wins sees them top of the 

league. After last week’s 22-14 win over Hereford in 
a re-arranged fi xture, their fourth on the trot, Lichfi eld 
have leapfrogged us into second spot, four behind 
Dudley K and three points ahead of ourselves in third 
spot. Stoke also played last week and had a surprising 
0-36 defeat at Droitwich and now lie in fourth spot, one 
point behind us (same games played) and fi ve ahead of 
Hereford (who have a game in hand). Today Hereford 
take on Stoke, with Lichfi eld and Dudley K entertaining 
Ludlow and Stourbridge Lions respectively.

At the foot Kidderminster are still winless and 
trail Sutton Coldfi eld by twelve, Stourbridge Lions by 
fi fteen and Droitwich by seventeen. They clearly look 
doomed for a return to level 7. Today’s visitors, Old 
Halesonians, lie in 10th spot.

I n  M i d l a n d s  P r e m i e r, 
Bournville continue to win and 
have a perfect 10 wins from 10 
games and lead by two points 
from Sheffi eld. At the foot South 
Leicester have failed to fulfi l two 
games and are on -10, fi ve ahead 
of fellow strugglers Peterborough 
Lions. Broadstreet are third 
bottom with only one win from 

their ten games and, perhaps, thanking the presence 
of South Leicester and Peterborough Lions.

In Mids 2 west south (our local feeder league) it 
is Nuneaton Old Eds leading by one from Stratford. 
Southam, Earlsdon and Pinley are all struggling at 
the foot.

RFU INTERMEDIATE CUP
Following our exploits last season I thought it 

would be interesting to see who may be following in 
our footsteps as winners of the Intermediate Cup. The 
Midlands section is now at the semi fi nal stage and 
those left in are Leek, Malvern, Newark & Leighton 
Buzzard. Old Laurentian lost out to Leighton Buzzard 
and Malvern defeated Northampton Old Scouts.

DUBAI SEVENS
This is the weekend of the popular Dubai Sevens 

and our own Bruce Doe is out there visiting. You may 
recall that our ex captain Mike Bevan now lives and 
works in Dubai and he has advised me that his eldest 
son Morgan, has been selected in the School (Dubai 
English Speaking Collage (DESC)) 1st XV team to play 
at the Dubai 7’s and if they fi nal (which the form book 
says they should) it will be on the main pitch and on the 
TV/internet feed. Morgan has successfully trialled for 
the National UAE team at U19. Mike & Ruth heard last 
week that Morgan has been selected as starting No8 
(currently he is 6’ 2” and 90KG!) and will get his fi rst 
cap on tour with the UAE Team to Malaysia where they 
play three teams in an international tournament. Will 
O’Meara (his old mini’s coach) will be interested to hear!!

Younger son Dylan Bevan (also an ex M&J) is also 
doing really well and playing up (from U16) in the U19 
school team as well and is likely to get a play in the 
1stXV at some point!

SANTA SEVENS
PAG Jones has been busy organising another of his 

very popular touch seven’s events and this years Santa 
Sevens will be held on Wednesday 18th Dec, from 6pm 
on the main pitch, weather permitting. If you fancy a 
run out and do not yet have a team then contact PAG 
on p.jones@sjlaw.co.uk.

NEXT FEW WEEKS
Next week we conclude the fi rst half of the fi xtures 

with an away game at Stoke, currently lying in fourth 
spot in the league. It is always a very diffi cult place to 
go to and Stoke seemed to have found another gear 
this season. They continue to play at Hartwell Lane, 
Barlaston, Stone, ST15 8TL. The following week (21ST 

NEW GROUND PRESENTATION

We are close to concluding the deal to 
purchase our new ground and, as a result, we 
plan to hold a Presentation Evening where the 

plans that have been drawn up for the new 
ground and clubhouse will be presented to the 

Membership for initial discussion. 
This is for Thursday 19th Dec at 7.30pm and 

everyone is welcome to attend this very 
exciting period in the history of Kenilworth RFC. 

The bar will open from 6pm.

Bevan 
Boys

Tondi & Connor ;  
SBK Men of Match v Ludlow

Dec) we start the return fi xtures with a home game v 
Sutton Coldfi eld. This is the day of our Christmas Lunch.

PLAYER’S MILESTONES
• Ollie Burman played his 50th fi rst XV game last 

time out at Newbold. He has scored eleven tries.
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Today’s referee: 
Roy Shallcross

Warwickshire Society

Old Halesonians
LAST 9 LEAGUE GAMES: WLDWLLWLWLL

Royal Blue with Amber Hoops, scarlet edge

1.................................... Matthew Young 

2............................................ Sam Jones 

3.........................................Robert Butler 

4....................................... Jack Manison 

5...................................... Josh Benjamin 

6.............................................Loz Breese

7.....................................Aron Middleton 

8............................................. Dan Smith 

9.............................................Jamie Ken 

10...........................................Tom Jarvis 

11...................................Dylan Robinson 

12......................................Carl Robinson 

13.........................................Luke Fenton 

14.......................................... Luke Smith 

15........................................Joel Keenan 

16........................................Brad Cogzell 

17...................................... Dylan Fennell 

18....................................Andy Holloway 

Kenilworth
LAST 9 LEAGUE GAMES: WWWWWLWWLWL

Red and Black 

1.............................................Jake Dodd

2........................................ Luke Truslove

3.................................... David Bromfi eld

4........................... Tondi Mpambawashe 

5.......................................Connor Burnet

6...........................................Nick Gerber

7...................................Mikkel Andresen

8........................................Tom Naismith

9............................ Gareth Renowden (c)

10. .........................................Alex Selby

11....................................... Nyle Beckett

12..........................................Ed Hannam 

13........................................... Jack Scott

14....................................... Ollie Burman

15......................................... Garrett Bell

16..........................................Harry Abell

17................................. Rhyka Sekhavati

18......................................... Will Davies

Player SponsorsThe Teams for 7th December 2019
Sponsors: Kenilworth M&J Coaches

To request a quote, arrange a meeting 
or to visit our facilities, please get in touch: 

E: enquiries@emmersonpress.co.uk
T: 01926 854400

www.emmersonpress.co.uk

High quality print
Fast turnaround times
Friendly & professional

service

Player Sponsor

Harry Abell Wright Hassall

Mikkel Andresen Eden Electrical

Nyle Beckett Matrix SCM

Garrett Bell Jake Marvelly

Will Blackmore 

Rhidian Booth Building Supply Stores

David Bromfi eld Matrix SCM

Connor Burnett Red Lion at Hunningham

Ollie Burman Kingsstanding Events

Jake Byrne Ralph Murray

Tom Clayton 

Will Davies Norton Brown

Chris Dodd 

Jake Dodd KRFC Under 12s

Jamie Dodd  

Josh Fox Bromwich Hardy

Nick Gerber ‘The Dirty Dozen’

Finn Gibson Fitness Worx

Bryn Grantham 

Luke Green 

Ed Hannam Rapport

Sam Harrison Ryetec Industrial Equipment

Myles Hibbs Blundell Protection Equpiment

Will Johnson Digital Owl Marketing

Rhys Jones Smith Jones

Jacob Line Helicentre Aviation

Charlie Morris Make An Informed Decision 

Sam Morris Unifi t Training UK

Tondi Mpambawashe Steve Fisher Construction

Tom Naismith JumpXL

Chris Pemble 

Lloyd Phillips 

Jack Rawlins Danny Rawlins

Gareth Renowden KRFC Under 13s

Player  Sponsor

Dan Retter Protein Partners

Ben Roberts 

Dan Roberts 

Ed Rogers 

Dan Sibley CEF

Jack Scott Black & Decker

Ryka Sekhavati Gleeds

Ollie Sharples 

Charlie Stevens Deeley Group

Joe Stickley 

Bobby Thompson Hannam’s Removals

Luke Truslove Jacobean Hotel

Adam Turner 

Simon Tyler Quantamatic

Tim Wilson

To sponsor a player, email Jai Purewal at
jaipurewal@hotmail.com
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The RFU Intermediate Cup, 
Midlands section, is now 
at the last four, the round 
we defeated Olney en 
route to Twickenham. What 
memories!  

You will be getting your 
new members’ cards soon, 
sponsored by Sheldon 
Bosley Knight. Flash it at 
The Almanack and get 10% 
discount.

Number of tries scored by 
our Second XV last week v 
Barkers Butts with four from 
Dan Retter and three from 
Harry Kaufman.

An amazing £1600 raised for 
Care Leukaemia at the recent 
Henry Blofeld Dinner, plus 
what the Ladies raised at 
their lunch!

The plans for our new ground 
are being presented on 
the 19th Dec and we ask 
everyone to come along and 
see them

Well done Ollie Burman, 50 
games for the fi rst XV. Do 
you know he started life as a 
back row player, now starring 
on the wing.

TONIGHT’S LOTTERY NUMBERS

4

10

14

16

19

50

    

KENILWORTH RFC 1ST FIXTURES 2019/2020
Date Opposition For Agst. Pos.
Pre-season friendlies   
10 08 19 Didsbury TOC (h) 43 24 
31 08 19 Bugbrooke (h) 73 19 
02 09 19 Broadstreet (a) 25 19 
League   
07 09 19 Stourbridge Lions (h) 31 7 3rd
14 09 19 Sutton Coldfi eld (a) 45 12 2nd
21 09 19 Whitchurch (h) 36 14 2nd
28 09 19 Droitwich (a) 19 17 3rd
05 10 19 Dudley Kings (h) 26 12 2nd
12 10 19 Hereford (a) 10 17 1st
19 10 19 Worcs Wanderers (h) 28 24 1st
26 10 19 Kidderminster (h) 31 7 1st
02 11 19  
09 11 19 Lichfi eld (a) 0 29 3rd 
16 11 19 Ludlow (h) 25 17 2nd
23 11 19 Newbold (a) 8 15 2nd
30 11 19    3rd
07 12 19 Old Halesonians (h)  
14 12 19 Stoke on Trent (a)  
21 12 19 Sutton Coldfi eld( h)  
28 12 19  
04 01 20 Whitchurch (a)  
11 01 20 Droitwich (h)  
18 01 20 Dudley Kings(a)  
25 01 20   
01 02 20 Hereford (h)  
08 02 20 Worcs Wanderers (a)  
15 02 20 Kidderminster (a)  
22 02 20   
29 02 20 Lichfi eld (h)  
07 03 20 Ludlow (a)  
14 03 20   
21 03 20 Newbold (h)  
28 03 20 Old Halesonians (a)  
04 04 20 Stoke on Trent (h)  
11 04 20  
18 04 20 Stourbridge Lions (a)  
Played:11, Won: 8, Lost: 3, Drawn: 0, 
Pts for: 259, Pts agst: 169 

WHAT’S ON AT KRFC
7th Dec Men v Old Halesonians, 2.15pm

7th Dec Men 2nd XV v Earlsdon, 2.15pm

8th Dec Women v Bletchley, 2pm

13th Dec Colts v Paviors, 7.30pm

19th Dec NEW GROUND PRESENTATION, tbc 

21st Dec Men v Sutton Coldfi eld
 Christmas Lunch: ko tbc 

24th Dec Christmas Eve at Kenilworth RFC, 
 6 till 9

26th Dec Boxing Day at Kenilworth RFC, 
 noon onwards

11th Jan Men v Droitwich, 2.15pm

11th Jan Men 2nd XV v Silhillians, 2.15pm

12th Jan Colts v Banbury, 2pm 

25th Jan Men 2nd XV v Earlsdon, 2.15pm

25th Jan Colts v Ampthill

26th Jan Women v Bletchley, 2pm

1st Feb Men v Hereford, 2.15pm

2nd Feb Women v Bury Foxes, 2pm 

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

LAST FEW WEEKS
Our indifferent away form continues and having 

had a decent home win against an impressive Ludlow 
we duly lost at Newbold, a defeat that cost us our 
second spot. 

Ludlow were another impressive team to visit 
us this season with a very decent set of backs and 
a never give up attitude. We came away with a win 
though with tries from Ollie Burman, Tom Naismith 
and David Bromfi eld, the bonus try eluding us despite 
prolonged periods on the Ludlow line. We lost the game 
at Newbold in the fi rst half when we turned round 
with a 0-13 defi cit. We did come back in the second 
half with a Mikkel Andresen try and a penalty but we 
could not get that winning score. It was not without a 
bit of controversy though with Jake Dodd thinking he 
had a try late on, only for the ref to say no.

We are still without captain Bobby Thompson 
and the latest bulletin is that he will not be seen till 
the New Year.

Our Colts have been struggling to fulfi l fi xtures 
due to the weather and non availability and have only 
played one game since mid Oct, this being a 41-0 win 
over Pinley. They are next out under our lights on Friday 
6th, v Earlsdon.

Our cup winning second XV had a surprise defeat 
at Spartans two weeks ago but immediately bounced 
back to defeat Berkswell & Balsall in a late arranged 
friendly. Last week they took on Barkers Butts and had a 
very big win, 84-10 over Barkers Butts with Dan Retter 
bagging four tries and Harry Kaufman three. There were 
fourteen tries in total.

The 3rd XV had a run out last week against Old 
Coventrians 2’s. They lost 31-41 but it is great to see 
us getting a 3rd XV out.

KENILWORTH WOMEN
Our Women have had mixed results in their 

last two league games, a disappointing defeat at 
home to Birmingham Mosley and a big win away at 

Wymondham Wasps. They remain second in their 
league and are now only one point behind Buckingham 
Swans who suffered a surprise 20-0 defeat last time 
out at Birmingham Moseley. The planned Women’s 
league fi xture tomorrow (8th) with Bletchley has been 
re-scheduled for January 26th and they are taking the 
opportunity to put out a Development Squad tomorrow 
against Lutterworth. Their next league fi xture is away 
at Lichfi eld Greens on the 5th January.

On the 15th Dec they are playing Crewe & 
Nantwich, away in the RFU Intermediate Plate.

O’NEILLS SHOP
Please remember if you wish to purchase any 

Kenilworth clothing then you can access our club shop 
at https://www.oneills.com/uk_en/shop-by-team/
rugby/rugby-union/kenilworth-rfc.html.

MEMBERS’ CARDS
Our new members’ cards, sponsored by Sheldon 

Bosley Knight, have now arrived and will be distributed 
soon. Flash them at The Almanack and get 10% off 
your food and drink.

It was raining 
at Newbold!



Peacock’s Corner
ARE WE AT THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA? Not so 

long ago to see the likes of Saracens and Leicester 
at the bottom of the Premiership would have been 
unforeseeable. However, the reality is that one team 
is in the wrong place and the other is head south. 

Saracens committed the cardinal sin and got found 
out. Without a leg to stand on they capitulated and 
have refocused to fi ght their way out of trouble. Rugby 
watchers want to know if they will just concentrate 
on Premiership survival and put Europe to one side. 

At minus 18 point you’d have thought there was 
only one task ahead of them. They’re in a real dogfi ght, 
just to stay up, and to get into next year’s European 
Champions Cup they only have to go and win it again 
this season. No mean feat but, knowing Saracens 
mentality, not completely out of the question. 

Recent wins at Gloucester and Bath have set 
out their stall and, once they have all their squad fi t, 
Saracens will be the real force they have become. Only 
a matter of time before they are causing upsets among 
those already fl ying high. Saints must be relieved they 
have already played them at Barnet. And if they get 
out of their group in Europe and don’t suffer a diffi cult 
quarter fi nal draw – who knows what can happen. 

Mark McCall is a steely, wise old fox and his 
coaching team will manage Saracens resources with 
care. Only a long and arduous Six Nations will put them 
in a diffi cult position. 

The positivity at Saracens is not shared at Welford 
Road. The roaring Tigers are so far off the pace one 
wonders how long the owners will allow the current 
regime to remain. Only last March they were fi ghting 
for their Premiership survival and only Newcastle’s 
crisis let them off the hook. 

To dig yourself out of a big hole you need the 
whole squad working together, in harmony and with 
common goals. But there appears to be some dissent 
in the camp. Contract negotiations with a number of 
players are ongoing.

Ben Youngs was the latest big-name Tiger 
linked with a move away from Welford Road. Moves 
for George Ford and Manu Tuilagi have also been 
suggested in the rugby media in recent months.

Bristol Bears were said to be interested in Ford 
when his contract comes to an end, while Super League 
outfi t Toronto Wolfpack see Tuilagi - who signed a new 

contract with Tigers in March - as a high-profi le cross-
code acquisition to their squad.

You’ve also got to keep your in-form players fi t. 
Jonah Holmes will be out of action until the New 
Year after suffering ligament damage during defeat at 
Northampton Saints. He ran in four tries against Pau in 
the opening round of the European Challenge Cup and 
had emerged as Tigers’ most potent attacking weapon 
in the early part of the season.

Tigers have two weeks to get there act together 
before the visit of Exeter Chiefs before Santa arrives. 
It could prove to be a season defi ning test. 

Also under the cosh are our Premiership neighbours 
Wasps. Since the money ran out, they’ve struggled to 
retain players and their new look squad just needs bit 
of luck to turn nearly men into regular winners. The loss 
of Hughes, Le Roux, Cooper-Woolley and Simpson has 
stripped them of a secure spine. New players take time 
to bed in but if they can put a pasting from the Chiefs 
behind them and if they secure positive results again 
Edinburgh in the second string European campaign, 
they could well be set up to take on a stuttering 
Harlequins. 

Ollie Burman


